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306 N. 3roo.Ks St. 

Madison, Wise. 53715 
April 23, 1 968 

Gary Richard Schooner 
Box 392, Mayo Hospital 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55435 

Bear C- a ry, 

It's too bad that I didn’t think to get in touch with you last 
weekend when I was in Minneapolis, because I an very interested 
in discussing these questions with you. I have read both your_ 
articles in the Stan and your article in the Ivory Tower, and I 
believe that Jonathan Sisson even intro due bd us once quite briefly 
in. the Daily office a couple of years ago. 

I did not know Mr. Nagell, though I think that Abe did know him. 

(Is he the fellow who fired the shots in the bank in El Paso before 
the assassination? If so, he and Abe talked several times. This 
fellow is, the last I heard of him, in Leavenworth.) Abe and I got 
to be quite good friends, and he too read your article in the Tower. 

I was very impressed with him as a man of integrity and conscientious- 
ness, and I believe his story, wild and somewhat preposterous as it is. 
(He frequently told me that I was a fool to believe him, that he would 
never believe anything as far-out as the stories he was telling me — 
he simply could not yet accept that such injustices as he had experi- 
enced could happen here.) 

I asked Abe just before I left whether he w a nted me to tell his story, 
because I was somewhat afraid that it would get him in trouble there 
if a deal of publicity were raised now, but he siad that he did wait 
the publicity, thinking that he is safer in prison if the government 
is made aware that people are still iit erested in what happens to him. 
'This is not totally idle speculation. There have been several threats 
on his life since his incarceration began; his wife was shot at in the 
kitchen of their home in January of this year; their house was burned 
once last year when she was visiting him; the insurance was just re- 
cently cancelled by the insurance company. Also, within tie prison: 
once last year after he was threatened by another inmate, he w&3 put 
in maximum security isolation "for his own protection" and kept there 
a month, despith. the fact that the man who threatened him was trans- 
ferred to another institution a week after the threat wa3 made; again 
last year just after Mark Lane visited him he was put into "protective" 
isolttion for about a month; during the first of these, a "psychiatrist" 
(All but two of the psychiatrists there — including Dr. Augustus i*‘. ivin- 
zel, who diagnosed Abe — are just out of med school, working with the 
?JiE, without having done their internships, yet they make decisions 
which have very weighty effects on men's lives.; visited Abe, prescribed 
a trenquilizing medication vwhich Abe suspected was thorazine and did 
not actually take), and diagnosed him as “sociopathic.” 

Abe showed me a printed exeerpt from one of bi.3 trials, which I read; 
it was obvious that the judge was hoavily biased against him. Prison 
grapevine (from several reliable individuals; says that Spagnoli v the 
chief witness against Bolden), who is also doing federal time, now 
admits that he lied & helped to frame Abo because he thought he could 
get less time; however, the judge (who was the same one who tried Abe) 
gave him 15 yoar3 for ^he counterfeiting rap (for which Abe had 
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arrested dim), after which Spagnoli jumped up & shouted, "There wa3 a 
deal! I lied in Bolden* s trial... M but the judge wouldn't li3ten. 

Abe has been filing writ after writ, all very carefully up. He 

has undertaken quite a so* ious 3 tudy of 2aw since his incarceration. 
However, it i 3 obvious that they intend to keep him locked up, as they 
continue to disregard both Abe ' 3 rights and normal court procedure in 
dealing with him. Ee is a very plucky individual, but he is naturally 
quite discouraged because he as not quite 3ure even yet why they framed 
him. 

Abe susoects that somebody thinks he knows more tnah he actually does 
know about the assassination. He keeps wracking his brain, trying to 
think what it could possibly bo that he knows; he told me once that 
he thinlc 3 he might even have met some of the conspirators or overheard 
something which he didn't react suspiciously to & 1h erefore doesn't 
remember; the conspirators, however-, might not realize his ignorance 
and so want him well out of the way. 

There are two things he told me that seem rather _ important. The first 
is that he was working in the Secret Service office in Chicago in Oct- 
ober of 1963, when President Kennedy was due for a visit there. The 
Secret Service, however, got wind of an assassination plan involving 
some Cubans; they knew a few names hut were unable to round up the 
entire gang, so they relayed word to Washington & the President's trip 
was cancelled. According to Abe, there is no mention of this anywhere 
in the 'Warren Report, though it seems very suspect. When Lane visited 
Abe a few months ago Cc Abe mentioned this plot to him as well as a few 
of the name 3 he could remember, Abe said that Lane got very excited & 
said that those names were some which Garrison has arrived at indepen/Zy- 
dently as being involved in Dallas, w± hout any knowledge of the Chicago 
incident. 

Even more bizarre is his account of an ind. dent in Washington a few 
days before the assassination. He says that he was called into con- 
ference with a CIA representative (whether at CIA headquarters or not 
I'm not certain) and told that the CIA had a special assignment for 
him which involved a total change of identity for an indefinite period 
of time, maybe short, maybe over a period of years;/ he was to work at 
3eth.es da Naval Hospital under thi3 new identity; he was to tell no one, 
including his wife, of his whereabouts or identity. He told me that 
he went home that night and discussed it with his wife (against orders) 
and came hack the next day and told them that he would not accept^ 

The man became very upset, told him that he could not refuse, that he 
had to do it; etc., but Abe walked out on him. He says that when the 
assassination occurred and the announcement was made that the body was 
being taken to 3ethesda Naval Hospital, he was stunned by the coinci- 
dence. He still does not know quite what to make of this or whether 
there was any connection, as, of course, neither do I. 

I think that if you intend to publish any material on Abe, it would 
be wise to check with his wife, Mrs. Barbara Bolden, at 7&32 Sangamon 
St., Chicago, Illinois, beforehand. She can probably give you more 
current information as well. You may mention my name, as she knows, 

I think, who I am. I've been meaning to write her myaelf and probably 
shall this week. Also, as I am on parole until October 1970> 1 should 
orefer that rny name be kept out of public pronouncements, unless, of 
course, it were something that could be of benefit to Abe. 



1 *]??? ose x should men tion that, though I am curious about the truth 
ci oas whole Kennedy assassination, my prime concern in this is with 
'■°f 4 he 13 _my friend; he is a kind and generous man who i3 suffering 
a horrible injustice. It may be that his fate will be forever involved 
in tac outcome of the present investigations and trials, I do hooe 
ou.at Abe will be considered as a human being and not simply as a source 
oi information and attention, 

3ccauso of the scanning problem, I think it best to use my work address 
which is University YMGA, 306 North Brooks Street, Madison, Wiscoxs in ' 
53 Tib. The phone number there is 257-2534, and you are most act to get 
ahold of me between 2 and 4:30 p.m., though I am usually there during 
most of every weekday, should you wish to call. Effective next week 
my homo address will be 31 E. Gorham St., Madison, and I shall have no 
home telephone. If you should be in Madison, please look me uo, and I 
snail try to contact you next time I'm in Minneapolis. 

Sire orely, 

* * 

■U- Ad4~ 

Francis E. Galt 
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